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	Cover Page


	Title, Name, Course, Date.  
	Evidence of four with errors. 
	Evidence of three. 
	Evidence of 2 or less. 
	

	Abstract


	The abstract is brief and includes the research topic/questions, themes, methods, findings and conclusions. 
	The abstract includes evidence of four of the five required elements. 
	The abstract does not adequately summarize the research questions, findings and conclusions. 
	There is no clear abstract and/or research questions, findings and conclusions are not stated. 
	

	Introduction


	The introduction is engaging, states the main topic/research question and previews the paper. 
	The introduction states the main topic/question and previews the paper. 
	The introduction states the main topic/question but does not adequately previews the paper. 
	There is no clear introduction or main topic/question. 
	

	Literature Review


	The literature review is well cited; each paragraph has supporting sentences that develop the main idea. Describes the relationship of the problem, topic, or issue to a sociological theoretical framework.  
	The literature review is mostly cited; each paragraph has sufficient supporting sentences that develop the main idea. The relationship of the topic to a sociological theoretical framework is mostly addressed. 
	The literature review is not well cited, each paragraph lacks supporting sentences to develop the main idea. The relationship of the topic to a sociological theoretical framework is not addressed well. 
	The literature review is not cited correctly, each paragraph lacks supporting sentences. The relationship of the topic to a sociological theoretical framework is poorly addressed.  
	

	Method
	Complete and in-depth discussion of methodology used to include:  research topic/questions, recruitment and participants, procedures, and data analysis. 
	Discussion of methodology used and includes almost all of the following: research topic/questions, recruitment and participants, procedures, and data analysis.
	Applicable methodology is discussed but lacks completeness.  May include some of the following: research topic/questions, recruitment and participants, procedures, and data analysis.
	Minimal discussion of methodology used. Much of the following is missing: research topic/questions, recruitment and participants, procedures, and data analysis.
	

	Results 
	Complete and in-depth discussion of results.
	Discussion of results. 
	Discussion of results lacks completeness.
	Minimal or incorrect interpretation of results. 
	

	Discussion

	Succinct and precise conclusions drawn based on the literature reviewed and data analysis.  Suggestions for future research are well developed. 


	Conclusions are drawn based on the literature reviewed and data analysis, and suggestions for future research are discussed


	Conclusions are adequate but do not fully address the focus of the literature reviewed and data analysis.  Suggestions for future research are not well-developed. 


	Conclusions minimally address literature reviewed and data analysis.  Suggestions for future research are missing/not developed.
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	Context and Purpose for Writing
	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of context, audience, and purpose that is responsive to the assigned criteria. 
	Demonstrates adequate consideration of context, audience, and purpose and a clear focus on the assigned criteria.
	Demonstrates awareness of context, audience, purpose, and to the assigned criteria. 
	Demonstrates minimal attention to context, audience, purpose, and to the assigned criteria.
	

	Paragraph Coherence
	Develops a single topic in each paragraph; transitions develop connections between paragraphs; paragraphs are not overly long or brief.
	Topic is generally identified in each paragraph, may stray to other topics within paragraphs; generally, provides clear transitions between paragraphs. 
	Single topic not clearly identified in each paragraph, often strays to other topics within paragraphs; clear transitions between paragraphs may be missing.
	Topic sentence missing.  May present overly short paragraphs, have undeveloped material, or contain unrelated material; omits necessary transitions
	

	Writing Mechanics
	Adheres to standard rules of grammar, usage, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling; may include no more than two minor errors.
	Mostly adheres to standard rules of grammar, usage, mechanics, punctuation and spelling but includes three or more errors.
	Adheres to some standard rules of grammar, usage, mechanics, punctuation and spelling but includes numerous distracting errors.
	Contains significant errors of standard rules of grammar, usage, mechanics, punctuation and spelling that detract from understanding or compromise writer’s credibility.
	

	Support/Evidence
	Includes thorough citations; supports all claims within the text; all citations are referenced and all references are cited per ASA style.
	Includes citations; supports most claims within the text; most citations are referenced and most references are cited per ASA style.
	Minimally cited; some claims not supported within the text; not all citations are referenced; some references may not be cited. Generally, does not follow ASA style.
	Poor or absent citations; claims not supported within the text.  Minimal to no references and matching citations.  Does not follow ASA style. 
	

	Presentation
	Includes proper formatting of margins, spacing, indentation, typeface, and use of headings are appropriate to ASA style.
	Mostly includes proper formatting of margins, spacing, indentation, typeface, and use of headings are mostly appropriate to ASA style.
	Many errors in formatting of margins, spacing, indentation, typeface, and use of headings; may not follow ASA style.
	Distracts reader with errors or inconsistencies in formatting of margins, spacing, indention, typeface and use of headings.  Does not follow ASA style.
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